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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND RAPIDS

COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Grand Rapids, 

held in the Township Hall, 1836 East Beltline Avenue, N.E., within the Township, on the 

___________ day of _________________, 2013, at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

The following Ordinance was offered by Member ______________ and seconded by 

Member ________________.

ORDINANCE NO. ___________

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND RAPIDS

[Limited and Temporary Outdoor 
Displays and Sales; Outdoor Vending Machines]

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND RAPIDS ORDAINS:

Section 1. Outdoor Sales.  The Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Grand 

Rapids is hereby amended by the addition of Section 4.24 as follows:

Section 4.24.   Limited and Temporary Outdoor Displays and Sales; 
Outdoor Vending Machines.  

1. Limited Outdoor Displays and Sales.  In the C and C-1 districts, 
and in a development approved under the terms of the PUD 5, TC-
PUD, NC-PUD, LC-PUD and HC-PUD zoning districts, the 
outdoor display and sale of goods is permitted upon obtaining a 
zoning compliance permit from the Zoning Administrator and 
complying with the following:

a. The goods shall be offered for sale as part of the business 
of the occupant of the building at which the limited outdoor 
displays are taking place, and shall be goods permitted for 
sale in the zoning district.
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b. The display of goods shall occupy an area extending not 
more than eight feet in front of a building wall, located on
not more than two sides of the building, and occupying an 
area not greater than one-third of the length of any side of 
the building, or 50 linear feet in total for all sides of the 
building so used, whichever is less; provided, however, that 
in approving the requested zoning compliance permit, the 
Zoning Administrator may permit the display of goods to 
occupy an area on the business property other or greater 
than as stated above.

c. All sales transactions shall take place inside the building.

d. Materials so displayed shall be brought indoors when the 
business is closed, except for heavy materials such as 
bagged landscape materials, softener salt, and similar bulk 
materials which cannot be readily moved.

2. Outdoor Vending Machines.  In the C and C-1 districts, and in an 
existing development approved under the terms of the PUD 5, TC-
PUD, NC-PUD, LC-PUD and HC-PUD zoning districts, outdoor 
vending machines are permitted upon obtaining a zoning 
compliance permit from the Zoning Administrator and complying 
with the following:

a. The machine shall be located on a lot upon which a 
business is being conducted from a permanent structure.

b. Not more than four newspaper vending machines which are 
not electrically operated and which are not greater than five
feet in height may be permitted on a lot.  

c. Not more than two electrically operated vending machines 
(or such greater number as may be permitted by the Zoning 
Administrator) may be permitted on the lot, for the sale of 
food, beverages, ice or other items or objects commonly 
purveyed by means of vending machines may be permitted 
on the lot.  Vending machines shall have a width and depth 
not greater than four feet, and a height not greater than 
seven feet and ice machines may have a width not greater 
than six feet, or such greater width, depth and/or height as 
may be permitted by the Zoning Administrator.

d. Electrically operated vending machines shall be located 
such that the backs of the machines shall be placed against 
a building wall, if practicable, and they shall be otherwise 
located as determined by the Zoning Administrator, but not 
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to interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic or 
emergency access vehicles and personnel.

e. Advertising on outdoor vending machines shall be limited 
to advertising the products sold in the machines.

3. Temporary Seasonal Outdoor Sales; Special Sales Event.  In 
addition to outdoor sales and displays as permitted in subsections 
1. and 2. above, the Zoning Administrator may approve a 
temporary use permit for temporary seasonal outdoor sales or 
special sales events in the C-1 and C-2 districts, and in an existing 
development approved under the terms of the PUD 5, TC-PUD, 
NC-PUD, LC-PUD and HC-PUD districts, in accordance with this 
section.

a. A temporary use permit may be approved for seasonal 
outdoor sales being conducted as part of a business 
operated in a structure located on the same lot for a period 
of up to six months during any calendar year (“seasonal 
outdoor sales”).  The area devoted to such sales shall be 
fenced or otherwise conducted within a confined location, 
which occupies an area not greater than 50% of the indoor 
sales area of the associated business, but not greater than 
3,000 square feet, unless a greater area is permitted by the 
Zoning Administrator under the terms of the temporary use 
permit.

b. In addition to outdoor sales and displays as permitted in 
subsections 1, 2, and 3a above, an outdoor sales event may 
be conducted on an occupied or unoccupied parcel of land, 
without regard to whether the sales event is being 
conducted by a business located on the parcel.  The outdoor 
sales event may be held not more than twice during any 
calendar year, for periods not to exceed ten days each on 
the parcel of land (“special sales event”).  Merchandise sold 
or activities conducted at a special sales event shall be of 
the nature and type permitted to be sold or carried out in the 
zoning district.

c. A temporary use permit for seasonal outdoor sales or 
special sales events under subsection 3 shall be applied for 
on a form provided by the Township, and the application 
and renewal fee, if any, shall be paid.  The application shall 
include the following:
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i. A written summary of the current use of the 
property and the proposed seasonal outdoor or 
special event sales area.  

ii. A detailed description and drawing to scale of the 
outdoor area to be used for outdoor sales.

iii. An identification of the location and number of 
parking spaces available for such use, and 
identification of the entry and exit points for 
vehicles.  

iv. Measures to be taken to assure adequate separation 
between the outdoor sales area, parking areas and 
pedestrian circulation.

v. Proposed dates and hours of operation.

vi. Identification of any signage or any display 
intended to call attention to the use.

d. After receiving and evaluating a complete application, the 
Zoning Administrator shall approve the temporary use 
permit, shall deny it, or approve it with conditions.  If the 
application for the permit is denied, the Administrator shall 
state the reasons for the denial in writing.

e. In determining whether to approve an application for the 
temporary use permit, the Zoning Administrator shall 
consider the following:

i. Whether there is sufficient parking to serve the 
temporary outdoor seasonal sales or special sales
event, in addition to parking requirements for 
existing buildings and structures.  

ii. Whether the outdoor sales would be harmonious 
and generally compatible with adjacent and nearby 
land uses.

iii. Whether the outdoor sales area, parking and 
pedestrian access, and other aspects of the use will 
be established, arranged and operated in an orderly 
and safe manner, such as to avoid conflicts with 
motor vehicles and pedestrian circulation on or near 
the site of the outdoor sales.
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iv. Whether the use would result in serious adverse 
affects on adjacent or nearby land uses, by reason of 
excessive sound, outdoor lighting, smoke, fumes or 
other adverse effects.

v. Whether the use would interfere with or discourage 
the orderly development and use of adjacent and 
nearby commercial buildings, and other lands and 
approved uses.

vi. Other considerations as to the reasonable 
establishment and operation of the proposed use.

f. The temporary use permit may include terms and 
conditions, which may include the following:

i. A requirement that the sales area for seasonal 
outdoor sales be located at the side or rear of the 
building to the extent feasible, and comply with 
setbacks applicable to a building in the district.

ii. Limitations on the days and hours of operation.

iii. Limitation or prohibition of amplified recorded 
music or other sound amplification in connection 
with the outdoor sales.

iv. Limitation or prohibition of additional outdoor 
lighting.

v. In the case of seasonal outdoor sales, no additional 
signage shall be permitted on the property or 
elsewhere for or as a result of the outdoor sales; 
provided, however, that for a special sales event, 
additional signage may be approved up to the extent 
that would be available for a permitted business use 
in the zone district, except that portable or 
temporary signs may be permitted.

vi. Measures to be taken to avoid conflicts with motor 
vehicle and pedestrian circulation and other safety 
measures, if necessary.

vii. Measures to be taken for the control and removal of 
trash and debris, and for storage of display racks, 
tables and other sales equipment and materials 
during periods when the outdoor sales are not 
occurring.
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viii. Measures to be taken to avoid other serious adverse 
affects on adjacent or nearby lands, by reason of 
excessive noise or other affects.

ix. Other terms and conditions, to carry out the intent 
of this section and the Zoning Ordinance.

4. Duration; Renewal.  A temporary use permit for seasonal outdoor 
sales or up to two identified special sales events shall be for a 
duration of not longer than one year, and may be renewed for 
subsequent periods of one year or less, if approved by the Zoning 
Administrator.  An applicant seeking renewal shall submit an 
application for the renewal of a previously-approved temporary use 
permit.  The renewal may be for a duration of up to one year.

a. In considering whether to approve the application for 
renewal, the Zoning Administrator shall consider whether 
and to what extent the applicant has complied with the 
previous permit, whether complaints have been received by 
the Township as to operations under the previous permit 
and other factors bearing on whether the permit should be 
renewed.

b. A renewal may be denied or limited if, based on previous 
performance, the Administrator determines that serious 
adverse effects would result if the use continues under a 
renewed permit.

c. In approving a renewal, the Administrator may impose the 
same conditions as approved previously, or revised or 
additional conditions, or any of them.

5. Planned Unit Development.  A temporary use permit may be 
granted and may be renewed by the Zoning Administrator for 
outdoor sales in a planned unit development in accordance with the 
terms of this Section; no amendment of the Planned Unit 
Development Ordinance shall be required, nor shall the issuance of 
the permit be deemed a major or minor amendment in the planned 
unit development, except that the approved outdoor sales shall be 
deemed permitted in the planned unit development, to the extent 
and according to the terms approved by the Administrator.

6. Referral to Planning Commission.  The Zoning Administrator 
may refer to the Planning Commission or to the Site Plan Review 
Committee an original or renewal application for the temporary 
use permit, for consideration and decision by the Commission.  In 
such a case, the application shall be approved, denied or approved 
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with conditions by the Planning Commission or by the Site Plan 
Review Committee at a public meeting, but a public hearing or 
special public notice shall not be required.  In the consideration 
and decision of such an application, the Planning Commission or 
the Site Plan Review Committee shall consider the criteria stated in 
subsection 3 of this Section 4.24.

7. Multi-Tenant Buildings.  The provisions of this Section 4.24 shall 
be available only for a tenant space which has at least 50 feet of 
linear frontage, or frontage of such lesser distance as may be 
permitted by the Zoning Administrator, and such provisions shall 
be applied separately to each tenant space having such minimum or 
otherwise approved frontage.

8. Outdoor Dining.  Outdoor dining shall be regulated by provisions 
made in this ordinance for patio/al fresco dining.

Section 2. C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District.  The Zoning Ordinance of the 

Charter Township of Grand Rapids is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 11.3.1 to 

read as follows:

Section 11.3.1.  Required Conditions.  The use of property in this district shall 
be subject to the following conditions:

1. Unless specifically authorized by the Planning Commission as a 
special land use, all business, service, or processing shall be 
conducted wholly within a completely enclosed building, except 
patio/al fresco dining, or outdoor sales permitted or approved 
under the terms of Sections 4.23 or 4.24.

[Subsections 2. to 4. unchanged]

Section 3. C General Commercial District.  The Zoning Ordinance of the Charter 

Township of Grand Rapids is hereby amended by the amendment of Section 12.3.1 to read as 

follows:

Section 12.3.1.  Required Conditions.  The use of property in this district shall 
be subject to the following conditions:

1. Unless specifically authorized by the Planning Commission as a 
special land use, all business, service, or processing shall be 
conducted wholly within a completely enclosed building, except 
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patio/al fresco dining, or outdoor sales permitted or approved 
under the terms of Sections 4.23 or 4.24.

[Subsections 2. to 4. unchanged]

Section 4. PUD-5 Community Service PUD District.  The Zoning Ordinance of the 

Charter Township of Grand Rapids is hereby amended by the amendment of subsection 19.2.p to 

read as follows:

p. The following uses are specifically prohibited in the PUD-5 zoning 
district:

 Open air businesses, except patio/al fresco dining or outdoor sales 
permitted or approved under the terms of Sections 4.23 or 4.24.

[Remaining items from “movie theatres” to “convenience 
stores” unchanged]

Section 5. NC-PUD Neighborhood Commercial PUD District. The Zoning 

Ordinance of the Charter Township of Grand Rapids is hereby amended by the amendment of 

subsection 21.2.n to read as follows:

n. The following uses are specifically prohibited in the NC-PUD zoning 
district:

 Large department stores.

 Large discount stores.

 Open air businesses, except patio/al fresco dining or outdoor sales 
permitted or approved under the terms of Sections 4.23 or 4.24.

[Remaining items from “movie theatres” to “motels and 
hotels” unchanged]

Section 6. LC-PUD Lifestyle Center – Mixed Use PUD District. The Zoning 

Ordinance of the Charter Township of Grand Rapids is hereby amended by the amendment of 

Section 22.4.1 to read as follows:

Section 22.4 Uses Specifically Prohibited.  The following uses are specifically 
prohibited in the LC-PUD zoning district:
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1. Open air businesses, except al fresco dining, outdoor catering and 
periodic sidewalk sales and display for tenant retailers only, and 
also except limited patio/al fresco dining or outdoor sales 
permitted or approved under the terms of Sections 4.23 or 4.24.

[Subsections 2. through 8. unchanged].

Section 7. HC-PUD Healthcare and Commercial/Residential Uses – Mixed Use 

PUD District. The Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Grand Rapids is hereby 

amended by the changes to subsection 22A.4.1 to read as follows:

Section 22A.4.1  Uses Specifically Prohibited.  The following uses are 
specifically prohibited in the HC-PUD Healthcare and Commercial/Residential 
Uses – Mixed Use PUD zoning district:

1. Large department stores.

2. Large discount stores.

3. Open air businesses, except al fresco dining, outdoor catering and 
periodic sidewalk sales and display for tenant retailers only, and 
also except limited patio/al fresco dining or outdoor sales 
permitted or approved under the terms of Sections 4.23 or 4.24.

[Subsections 2. through 10. unchanged]

Section 8. Publication; Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective 

seven days after its publication or seven days after the publication of a summary of its provisions 

in a local newspaper of general circulation in the Township.

AYES:

NAYS:

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.

Michael J. DeVries, Township Supervisor

Edward J. Robinette, Township Clerk
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I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted 
by the Township Board of the Charter Township of Grand Rapids at a regular meeting held on 
the date first stated above, and I further certify that public notice of such meeting was given as 
provided by law.

Edward J. Robinette, Township Clerk

First Reading: ______________

Second Reading: ______________

Ordinance becomes effective:______________
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